Belarus wildlife

Around 76 species of animals live in Belarus:

elks 

deer 

wild boar 

beavers 

wolves 

There are also around 300 species of bird in Belarus.

The Belarus Red Book was created to protect rare species of plants and animals.  
17 mammal species 

72 bird species 

4 amphibian species 

10 types of fish 

72 types of insects 

A large number of reserves have been set up across Belarus to protect its rich wildlife.


Hares are very fast-moving animals; the European brown hare is able to run at speeds of up to 72 km/h. 
It’s a shy animal. Hares are generally larger than rabbits, with longer ears. Hares are not kept as house pets like rabbits.



A lynx is a medium-sized wildcat. The name "lynx" from Greek word, means "light”, because of its reflective eyes. Lynx have short tails and black tips on their ears. They can climb trees and can swim swiftly, catching fish. The hunting of lynx is illegal in many countries.

Foxes are small to medium-sized animals, they have bushy tails. In the wild, foxes can live for up to 10 years, but most foxes only live for 2 to 3 years because of  hunting, road accidents and diseases.



Wild boar is also known as wild pig. It is a very dangerous animal. Now there are many wild boars in  Belarusian forests but in 1930-s they were almost extinct from the wild because of the hunting.



The elk is one of the largest species of deer in the world, and one of the largest land mammals in such countries as Belarus. They eat grass, plants, and leaves. There were many subspecies of elk in different countries but nowadays there are 3 or 4 subspecies remain. 



A hedgehog is a small spiny mammal. It is a very nice and friendly creature and it can be kept as a pet. As with most small mammals living around humans, cars pose a great threat to hedgehogs. Many are run over as they cross roadways.



Bears eat plants and meat, berries, grass and fish. Some bears sleep during the winter to save energy. Bears are dangerous to humans. But they, for the most part, are shy and avoid humans. 



Badgers have short, fat bodies, with short legs built for digging. Badgers are the heroes of films and animations. Hunting badgers is common in many countries.



The world-famous deer Bambi is originally a roe deer. The roe deer is a small grace deer. The word “roe” means – red colour. There many roe deer in Europe.
